
 

 

 
THORNLEIGH WEST PUBLIC SCHOOL 

P&C Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday 11th September 2018, 7.30pm 

 
 

 
  

1. Opening and Apologies 
1.1 Apologies: Kylie Booth, Ingrid Leese, Musette Healy, Yvonne Curren  

 
2. 7.30-7.50pm Presentation Mr Ross Warren, Principal Pennant Hills High School & Short Q&A  

 
3. Minutes of the Meeting –  31st of July  

 
3.1 Accepted by Lisa Pang and seconded by Janine Sherlock  

 
4. Business Arising from Previous Minutes  

4.1 Presentation from Nicky Honeysett on the RagTagd 
4.1.1 120 schools in NSW are using the RadTagds and the company started in 2016. They are 

in partnership with Spartan which is a supplier of TWPS. They are a radio frequency 
identity tag. Proposing for TWPS: When you buy a jacket from the uniform and it will 
have a RadTagd sewn into the jacket and has a unique reference number linked to a 
mobile number - like a credit card. There will be a smart rack that we will need to 
purchase in the lost property that runs a scan every 24 hours – you will receive a text 
message to say your child’s fleece is the lost property. It will not help if the jumpers are 
not in lost property. We should be in full operation by the start of Term 4. A seamstress 
has be organised to come into the school for 2 days end of term to put the tag in the 
current stock and jackets owned by the children. If you have a current style jacket (not 
old style) you can bring that to school and get the tag sewn into the jacket. The hats will 
not included but may in the future. However, you will be able to buy a tag yourself and 
attach it to other item such as a hat. 

4.1.2 Proposing: New Jackets to be increased by $2.50 which will incorporate the additional 
cost of the RagTagd. 

4.1.3 Nicky advised that we will need new shelving in the lost property section for the new 
RagTagd system to work 

4.1.4 Nicky suggested a Voluntary donation of $1 per tag for those who want it to be sewn 
into the jacket you already have. She noted that Extra tags can be purchased and the 
cost will be 2 for $7 or 5 for $15 for those would would like to add into other items such 
as hats. 

4.1.5 See Uniform Report for further comments and discussion on the above  
4.2 Canteen and Uniform sub-committee 

4.2.1 Vanessa Erickson said from a federation point of view it was a possibility. It wasn’t done 
previously due to the fact the it was difficult to find people to volunteer. Vanessa thinks 
it is a good idea and the committee would have to be run the same as the Mothers 
Day/Fathers Day committee ie/ they would need to report back to the P&C and would 
have to attend P&C meetings. They would also need a convenor and a group of parents.  

4.2.2 There was discussion surrounding the Terms of Reference which Nicky Honesysett would 
investigate and come back to the P&C Committee next term to ensure the group meets 
the TWPS P&C rules.  



4.2.3 Vanessa said that she is supportive but she would prefer to have expressions of interest 
from people rather than set it up and then look for volunteers so we know that the 
volunteers are there. Nicky feels that the volunteers won’t put their hand up if they 
don’t know what is expected of them. Nicky and Jane Barnwell would like to have people 
involved in the shop or canteen that have an interest on improving the service they 
provide to the school. Lisa Pang suggested that it is about information sharing and 
supporting these people. Vanessa confirmed she would speak to the Federation and get 
some guidelines. It will be put on the agenda for Term 4 

4.2.4 Vanessa confirmed that Jane is is doing a number of days by herself. A sub committee 
would help support her. Lisa suggested having that support is important to ensure 
employees feel supported.  

4.2.5 Vanessa said that was the main reason she split the VP roles was to support Uniform 
Shop & Canteen so they had a direct point of contact.  She thinks it is a great idea if we 
get the people to fill the roles. It will go on the Agenda for Term 4 meeting for further 
discussion. 

 
5. Correspondence - NIL 

 
6. Principal’s Report  

6.1 Term 3 Week 8 
Spring Fair 
A special thank you to Vanessa for her leadership in making our spring fair a great success. Thank 
you Deb and Martina who were stuck indoors all day counting money. To all the mums and dads 
who set up, cooked, donated, attended and packed down. The community spirit was amazing! We 
are truly grateful for your support.  
Cricket Clinic 
Thank you to Hornsby Cricket Club who provided students with excellent clinics. A great way to 
expose all students to cricket and encourage outside sporting opportunities. 
Rugby Union 
We applied for at $4,000 grant and were successful. This was via the Australian Sports Commission. 
All classes year 3 – 6 are participating in rugby union skills as part of the fitness program. Year 2 will 
have a one off session.  
Dance Group  
Thank you to Miss Lundstrum who has trained the dancers. They have performed at many weekend 
eisteddfods and have made TWPS very proud. Thank you to Annette Mead our parent contact who 
helps with all of the organisation. Mrs Browne has also ensured the dance group runs smoothly.  
Drama Group at TAFE 
What a honour it was for our drama group to perform at OTEN. They performed My Mob, Your 
Mob, Our Mob'. It is based on the song "From Little Things Big Things Grow'.  
CPR Training 
All staff have recently completed their CPR and anaphylaxis training. This has to be complete yearly 
face to face.  
Parent teacher interviews 
Since we last meet, we have had parent teacher interviews. Hopefully you had a chance to check in 
and touch base to discuss your child’s progress.  
5A Taronga 
Congratulations to Zach Godsmark from 5A who won the Taronga Zoo Art competition. His artwork 
was amazing and well-deserved recognition. The class were treated to a free day at the zoo! Thanks 
Zach for making us proud.  
Science Week 
Great to see so many parents and students at the Science open evening. The children loved sharing 
their STEM projects. Thank you to Miss Froment and Miss Redford for organising this great sharing 
of learning. Thank you to the BBQ team this made is easy for parents to attend and have dinner at 
the same time.  



 
 
Book Week 
Great to see the children young and old get into the Book Week Parade. Celebrating literacy and a 
love of reading is vital! The library has just purchased $10,000 worth of books and we can't wait to 
get these into the library 
Waka 
Congratulations to all the students involved. The performance was brilliant. Thank you to Ms 
Johnston, parents and teachers who choreographed, sewed, applied makeup, got dinner etc. We 
can’t wait for the finals 19 September.  
Stage 2 PSSA 
Stage 2 PSSA season was a great success! It was an honour to take years 3/4 to sport and play 
against other schools.  
Multisport Disabilities 
We have two students in wheelchairs who participated in the Multi Disabilities sport day. This was 
great for them to have a go at a variety of sports in wheelchairs and for their teachers to upskill 
themselves in teaching sport to students with a disability. 
Zone Athletics Team  
Thank to Ms Part and the teachers who attend both the track and field zone athletics carnival. 
Congratulations to all our athletes who competed well and displayed excellent sportsmanship skills. 
Congratulations to Will Austin and Lachlan Booth who were the overall age champions! This is an 
amazing achievement. TWPS were the overall champions for 2018.  
Father’s Day Stall 
Wow what a great stall! I especially loved the toilet paper with jokes on it. It was lovely to see the 
children take great delight in selecting something very special for their dad.  
Father’s Day Breakfast 
Thank you to team who seamless ran the Father’s Day breakfast. The food was delicious and it is 
always wonderful seeing our Dads get together for a chat and listen to the Stage band and choir.  
Swimming School 
Year 2 students and some Year 3 students are attending the intensive swim program. This is a 2 
week program where students receive explicit instruction from AusSwim coaches. This injection of 
explicit instruction has a massive impact on student confidence.  
SASS awareness 
Our SASS staff are teacher’s aides, office staff, general assistant etc.. They work tirelessly behind 
the scenes. WE celebrated them last week with a special morning team and some lovely gifts to 
show our appreciation. Thank you to the P & C for sending donuts they were well received!  
Musica Viva 
Students are involved in this concert. They are exposed to some top quality musicians. Teachers 
then have lessons to use in the classroom.  
Carpets Cleaned 
All carpets have been steamed cleaned! Ready for summer.  
Focus Groups  
Teacher are conducting student focus groups. This is some baseline data to help us make thinking 
visible at TWPS.  
● What is thinking? 
● When you tell someone you are thinking, what kinds of things might be going on in your 
head? For instance, you might be making a mental culture of things, or you might be comparing one 
thing with another. What other things might be going on in your head when you are thinking.  
● Think of time when it was difficult or hard for you to think. What kinds of things did you do 
then? 
● Think about times when you knew you were doing some good thinking. What were you 
doing then? 
● Think of someone you consider being a good thinker. What kinds of things does this person 
do that makes them a good thinker?  



 
 

Invictus Games 
We will have a ceremony this Friday 11.30am in the hall. The team from Invictus games will be 
bringing the mascot and provide Q and A time for the children. The house captains will run this 
special assembly. We were successful in gaining 30 free tickets and will be taking the house 
captains and some Year 6 students. Plus funding for a bus!  
Teacher Professional Learning  
Teachers have been learning about building a culture of thinking in their classrooms. I have been 
making lesson observations and providing teachers with feedback. There is some amazing teaching 
and learning occurring daily at TWPS. 
Teachers have also been involved in learning about outdoor learning and the research behind this.  
Dates 

● Zoo Years 1 and 2 25 – 27 September 
● Footy Fever Mufti  21 Sept  
● Year 6 vs Teacher Oz tag 28 Sept  
● Drama 26 – 27 Sept  
● 27 September School leaders Parliament House  

6.2 Vanessa Erickson asked when were the NAPLAN results come out and Mrs Mamo confirmed 
they are having issues due to having some written exams and online exams as it is a transition 
period. It should be soon. 

 
7.  Reports – P&C Subcommittees  

 
7.1 President and Fundraising - Vanessa Erickson 

7.1.1 APPENDIX 1 
 

7.2 Treasurer – Martina Miller 
7.2.1 Martina Miller confirmed the P&C have taken in $300,000 already this year so we are 

not a small P&C. Everything we have pledged to do we have accounted for except the 
Learning and Support Teachers but with the funds from Spring Fair we will be able to 
cover it. 

7.2.2 Martina wanted to ask if we can get a credit card to use for the accounting software as it 
is using her own credit card. Emma Fenton suggested a Load and Go credit card which 
Martina confirmed we could do that as an option. All Agreed to go ahead with this 
option. 

7.2.3 Martina would like to discuss the Term Deposit next meeting and options. Agreed - 
discuss next meeting 

 
7.3 Uniform shop – Nicky Honeysett 

7.3.1 Nicky Honeysett asked to vote for the increase in the cost of Fleece jackets for the 
RagTagd.  

7.3.2 Deb Flanagan wanted to confirm the mark up  for the fleece. Nicky advised it is approx. 
30%.  The jacket costs us $31.65 and sold at $40.50. She suggests that the new cost 
including the RagTagd will be $43.50. 

7.3.3 Susie Parry asked how it was decided on the mark up. Nicky Honeysett advised it was a 
comparison of other uniform shops and also suggestions from suppliers. Susie feels 
strongly that there shouldn’t be a high mark up on an item that is lost often. Nicky 
suggested that if we start cutting mark ups we would not be able to pay a Manager etc. 
Patty Correll suggested her son wears through his pants so if you put a mark up on pants 
you will upset those parents who have to buy multiple pairs of pants.  

7.3.4 Vanessa Erickson suggested that we ask for a straight $2 charge per RagTagd for those 
already with fleece jackets (when seamstress comes in) if they want a tag sewn in 



instead of $1 donation - this money can go toward to the new shelving in the lost 
property section and absorb some of the cost of the ragtagd on new fleece jackets.  

7.3.5 Nicky agreed we would not increase the price. Nicky suggested that we need a 
document which details the margins so people know what we are buying stock for and 
what it is being sold for.  

 
7.4 Canteen – Jane Barnwell  

7.4.1 A big thank you to Julie and Oliver who came to my rescue when the canteen computer would 
not start up a couple of weeks ago. Oliver came in and had a look and decided the computer 
really couldn’t be saved. He has given me a desktop to use. I was able to install flexischools and 
the label printer that afternoon, so by the Thursday everything was back to normal. I really 
cannot thank you enough!!! I introduced 99% fruit juice jelly to the canteen as well as crispy 
fruits (freeze dried fruit). The jelly has been very popular. Both these products are to increase 
the amount of everyday snacks available in the canteen. 
I will be changing the cut off time for canteen online orders, from term 4 the cut off will be 
9:00am instead of 9:30am. 
Just a reminder that I will be away from next Thursday so the canteen will be closed from 
Thursday 20th September to the end of term 3. Could we put something in the newsletter or on 
the P&C facebook page to let people know? Thanks, Jane – canteen manager 

7.4.2 Amanda Long confirmed she did the day without her computer and on her own and she did an 
amazing job.  

 
7.5 MDFDGG – Janine Sherlock  

7.5.1 Our first full Father’s Day Stall was a fun and successful day. The students (and teachers) 
loved coming through and purchasing gifts for the significant men in their lives, 
specifically their dads and grandfathers. Our price range for gifts started at $1 with our 
most expensive marked at $8.  
We sold 1373 items on the day, so an average of 2.3 items per student and made a profit 
of $2345with total takings on the day of $4281 and a further $82 collected the following 
day as IOU’s. 
We found that using the bags instead of gift wrapping worked well and we had 2-3 
volunteers during each session to assist in labelling the bags with each child’s name and 
Class. As with the Mother’s Day Stall, the set up for the stall occurred the evening before 
which made the morning a lot less chaotic. All in all, we were extremely happy with how 
the stall worked on the day. 
So far the feedback that we have heard has been positive, although we are aware that 
some of the communication regarding the stall got lost in the Spring Fair 
communications so we will be prepared for that next year. 
Unlike the mothers day stall where we had 115 different items, we only had 29 different 
items for sale, of which we sold out of 7, the limited choice made it an easier for the 
students to come to a purchasing decision. 
Our current Specific Fathers Day stock on hand is 538 items with a stock value of $ 1018 
and our total stock on hand is currently 1284 items with a stock value of $ 2514. 
Due to the success we had on the day, we would love to see and look forward to the 
Father’s Day Stall becoming a permanent fixture on the school calendar. 
Thank you, Janine Sherlock on behalf of MDFDGG 

7.5.2 Vanessa Erickson confirmed she has received the report from the Father’s Day Breakfast 
group. The feedback from the day was good and Emma Fenton confirmed they raised 
$1810.93 which is fantastic. Vanessa congratulated Amy and her team who did a great 
job and there were lots of very happy Dads – thank you the team for doing that.  

 
7.6 Band – Robin Beard  

7.6.1 Band has had a hectic August 



Stage Band and Choir represented TWPS really well at the Sydney Town Hall Arts Alive 
Choral Concert, a really positive evening, great to see Mrs Mamo and Mrs Granville 
there.  
All bands performed at the School Open Day and Spring Fair. 
At the NSW School Band Festival, we received 3 Gold Awards and one Silver.  Training 
Band were particularly thrilled to perform on a big stage.  Our Bands performed well and 
again represented the school well.  
We have set dates for our Year 2 try out morning and information night (Nov 1st and Nov 
4th), training band isn’t limited to year 2 though, if there are other students wanting to 
learn an instrument, do get in touch. 
We have confirmed that we will not be changing the schedule of our band rehearsals for 
2019.  
Will be holding Stage Band Auditions in Mid November. 

 
6.8 Green Thumbs – Emma Fenton 

6.8.1 We would like to thank all the volunteers who came to the Working Bee on Sunday 
19th August to help tidy up the Garden ready for Spring Fair. We really appreciated the help, 
especially at such a busy time. 
Envelopes of seeds and a planting guide have been given to Mrs Susan Liddle for the 
teachers to begin planting Spring/Summer vegetables with their classes. As some of the 
garden beds are still in use, we will have to stagger the plantings, as the previous crops 
finish. 
We are investigating changing Garden Club from Tuesdays to another day of the week, 
when more volunteers may be available to help. We would like to thank Fiona Greenwood 
for her commitment to running Garden Club this year. We are seeking new volunteers to 
help us run this important activity at lunchtime in the School Garden. 
We have purchased three new watering cans to use in Garden Club. We will keep these 
locked in the shed when not in use, to try to prevent them being misused and broken in the 
sandpit. We are disappointed that we need to lock them away, as regular watering is critical 
to keeping the vegetables growing well in the warmer months. 
We have organised a Mini Working Bee in the school garden for this Friday 14th September 
from 9.15 - 11.00 to clear the garden beds ready for Spring/Summer plantings and to dig in 
the green manure growing in Bed 5. We welcome any helpers who would like to join us in 
the garden.  

 
 

8. Agenda Items  
8.1 Result of the pants/shorts trial 

8.1.1 At 8pm there was a fashion parade by the girls who had trialled the pants there was a 
number of styles trialled by the girls. Evie said it was important for girls to have pants 
and we all want the most comfortable. Ella said we are able to do more sports, ride our 
bikes to school that we aren’t able to do in the dress. Florence said the double knee 
ones fitted very well and were very comfortable.  

8.1.2 Nicky trialled three different styles of trousers for girls. The girls were able to trial a 
different style of pants each week and 21 students from K-6 took part. There was 
feedback from both students on how the pants felt and also on parents on wear and 
washing etc. Nicky announced the results of the survey. 

8.1.3 Trial Report Appendix 3  
8.1.4 Nicky confirmed the LW Read Unisex trouser option worked for K-2 girls and this is a 

standard stock item which is the same as the boys and is already available at the uniform 
shop and Midford for 3-6 girls which gives a more stylish option.  

8.1.5 There was some discussion that there was a better option for shorts for 3-6 students and 
a further trial was needed.  



8.1.6 Nicky confirmed we already have the Unisex shorts for K-2 so they can start wearing 
them now. She can also get the shorts within 48 hours once we have voted at the first 
meeting of Term 4. Vanessa Erickson asked do we send home a Expression of 
Interest/Pre Sales option asking families what they require ie/how many and what sizes 
– so we can get the stock levels right. Nicky confirmed she has been careful to choose 
items that are stock items so they can be ordered within 48 hours whereas the short 
sleeve blouses take 6 months lead time. So we can respond promptly for a demand. 
Nicky confirmed we have good stock management system so we don’t have excess 
stock. However it doesn’t make sense to order small orders as we pay for delivery. 
Vanessa thinks given it is a new item we need to work out how much interest and so we 
could put out as a pre-order on Flexischools. 

8.1.7 Lisa Gordon Adil asked if the younger girls can order the older girls pants. Nicky 
confirmed this would be possible.  

8.2 Uniform Policy and options voting  
8.2.1 Nicky proposed Midford long pants for the 3-6 with an option for younger students and 

Unisex pants available for K-2 which are already in stock for boys. For the Unisex pant 
for K-2  Emma Fenton voted and Janine seconded. Midford pants for 3-6 Deb Flanagan 
voted and Janine Sherlock seconded.  The Unisex shorts for for K-2 voted by Susie Parry 
and Deb Flanagan seconded.  It was also confirmed there would be an extended trial for 
the shorts for 3-6. Nicky agreed she would send details of that trial end of term which 
would be voted on by the executive so ready to be available Term 4. 

 
9. General Business 

9.1 Lisa Patchett has concerns regarding the Term 4 sports given the cost of the activities. There is 
pressure on families financially for these activities plus the kids are all talking about what they 
are doing so there is pressure on the kids from their friends. Plus they will be out of the 
classroom for a long time. It is creating a divide and a pressure and she doesn’t think we need it. 
We have great for funding for rugby etc – there are a lot of those options we can do. 

9.2 Kelly Belcastro has also mentioned that as parents she felt the school set up parents to fail. It 
should have been a sealed document in an envelope and it should have been up to parents to 
tell students about the options. Kelly felt that the school sport option upset her daughter. There 
was further discussion about the cost of the activity and disappointment from kids who have to 
do school sport.  

9.3 Mrs Mamo discussed that the Sport Teacher came to the executive with a plan. The Executive 
encourages leadership and felt it was a great option to try for Term 4. She believes this new 
sport choice will give those students who aren’t picked for PSSA to go off site to try a new sport. 
Beecroft are the only zone that doesn’t have PSSA in Term 4 which means we don’t have much 
to offer in Term 4. There are some social aspects – the groups will be across the years and not 
just with friends so it will encourage the older students to connect with their buddies.. It also 
starts social skills like – getting on and off the bus and changing clothes etc. She also suggested 
that Term 4 can be hot and most of the activities chosen were inside with Air Conditioning. She 
also wanted to support local businesses. She advised that many of her past schools have this 
option for students.  

9.4 Lisa advised that the external providers are too expensive and they aren’t cheaper.  
9.5 Mrs Mamo advised that she is giving families options to do school sport at no cost. The school 

sport option will be with Miss Part and Mr Watkins and there will still be a large number of 
children at school with a variety of sports and games.  

9.6 Mrs Mamo confirmed that we don’t know until we try these things and she thanked everyone 
for their feedback. Lisa asked why don’t we go back to having a school sport teacher. 

9.7 Kelly has expressed concern about the cost and the increase in fees from all the external 
providers that are coming in and questioned why can’t we go back to the specialist teachers like 
the sports teacher. 

9.8 Mrs Mamo said that there needs to be a review of all the external providers 



9.9 Susie Parry asked if the teachers are feeling with the loss of the art and sport teacher. Mrs 
Mamo confirmed the teachers are enjoying teaching art again and missed it.  

9.10 Vanessa discussed the fact that her son tries out for PSSA and never gets in. She confirmed 
she thought it was a good thing for her son to have an option to do external sport and he had 
chosen something new he wanted to learn. Michelle confirmed that she sat with her daughter 
looked at all the costs of extra sport outside of school and they chose together the school sport 
/ no additional cost option.  

9.11 Mrs Mamo discussed the RFF requirements that is advised by the Department and why Art 
& Sport was changed. Chantal discussed the STEM model and will be reviewed for teachers 
needing to learn more STEM. Mrs Mamo discussed that students are required to have 2.5hrs 
per week of structured physical activity (as per the Curriculum). Nicci Fishwick advised that 
school shoes are getting trashed because of the extra activities. Mrs Mamo thanked the parents 
for their feedback and external providers will be reviewed at the Executive Planning Committee 
Meeting. 

9.12 Mick Faber asked who would be going to the Invictus Games. Mrs Mamo confirmed that the 
Sport  Captains will be going plus Hamish & Jeremy to attend also. 

9.13 Lisa Pang suggested that the opportunity could be offered to other students who never get 
to go to Sport Options. Belinda Tasker said that she has interviewed many people about the 
Invictus Games is not all about Medals, we could choose kids that might need the opportunity 
mentally & physically. Mrs Mamo said she has 30 tickets and could possibly get more. She will 
look into it. Some parents said they would happily pay for it as part of a Sport Options if their 
children could go to the games. 

10. Lisa Gordon wanted to acknowledge Jane Barnwell for doing a great job in Canteen especially 
when she had to do all lunches one day (215) by herself. All agreed that Jane is fantastic. Briefly 
discussed that it is difficult for Jane to get volunteers. Patty Correll said she is disappointed that 
she is struggling with volunteers. Lisa Pang said it took her at least 3 terms to build up her 
volunteer base and she still has some struggles. 

 
11. Closing  - Meeting Ended 10.15pm 

 
12. Next Meeting   
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